FINAL TRIBUTES                  433

as 'the first insurgent', he met the usual scorn
and contumely heaped upon men who are in
advance of their time. Interests which his agi-
tation threatened, combined with a public as
yet unawakened to the evils which Weaver so
clearly perceived, joined in making him the
most unpopular man in Iowa, and for years he
was the target for ridicule, abuse, contempt and
hatred.

" Times have changed and so has the public
attitude toward General Weaver. Men have
come almost universally to recognize that the
evils and dangers which he emphasized and
condemned were and are real. It is unneces-
sary to agree with all his political views to con-
cede that in him were elements of a high order
of greatness, nor need it be admitted that the
remedies he suggested were infallibly wise and
practical. But the fact remains that he fought
his fight according to the best light given him;
that he kept the faith, and lived to see most of
the ideas which were once ridiculed as the
dreams of a crank become the accepted political
doctrines of the people of Iowa and of the coun-
try at large . . . . In his closing years
there must have been consolation for him in the
fact that the old bitterness with which he was
once regarded had passed away, and that he
had come to enjoy the esteem, confidence and
admiration of his fellow citizens of the Hawk-
eye state."340
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